66 Cottage Street, East Berlin 
1896 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church 


Gothic revival 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey #017 
1896 Scared Heart gothic revival 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
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Sketch 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


+ The church was erected in 1896-1897. At the time, the Catholic 
population of East Berlin was expanding rapidly, in large part owing 
to the growth of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company, which required an 
enlarged labor force. Land for the church was secured on August 12, 
1896 for $400 and the cornerstone was laid by Bishop Michae 
Tierney on November 8, 1896. The plans were drawn by 
architect Joseph A. Jackson of Waterbury and the building contract 
was awarded to R>O>CLark of East Berlin. The project was warmly 
encouraged and supported by theBerlin Broidge Company, whose 
president, Chaarles M. Jarvis, contributed $300 toward the 
construction. The structure was completed at a cost of 

$7,300. Sacred Heart Church was dedicated on Sunday, May 30, 
1897. The church became a full parish in 1967. On March 1, 2017, Sacred Heart Church merged with St. 
Paul Church in Kensington. 
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In a mostly Victorian residential neighborhood. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) ' 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church has a central entry with a pedimented 
pavillion and a large recent gabled portico on steel posts. Windows 
are pointed-arched and are fitted with stained glass panes. The short 
octagonal steeple sits on a rectangular base and has rectangular 
louvres; above is a conical roof and a gilded cross. On either side 
elevation, slightly to the rear of the main facade, is a lower shed- 
roofed bay forming a clerestory with small pointed-arched windows. 
At the front corners of these side bays are small spires, now covered 
with modern siding. The rear elevation has triple pointed-arched 
stained glass windows and two modern entries. 


DESCRIP TION (Continued! 


Although its appearance is somewhat altered by the application of recent 
siding, Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church is architecturally signi- 
ficant as a good example of the Gothic Revival style. The Gothic 
Revival movement, which began in 18th century England, was one of many 
picturesque revival styles current in 19th century America. Popular- 
ized as a domestic style by the mid-century pattern books of Alexander 
Jackson Downing, it experienced a second wave of popularity as a 
religious and institutional style in the late Victorian era. The order 
and authority signified by its references to the medieval cathedral 

no doubt appealed to designers of churches and public buildings. More 
elaborate examples often feature tall, narrow spires; here we can see 
the style's characteristic pointed-arched (lancet) windows, stained 
glass, and the use of the side bays to suggest a clerestory and 
buttresses, 
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Berlin Land Records 44:357 


New York: The States History Company, 1930. 
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Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church 
19. (continued) 


Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church is historically significant as a long- 
time religious and cultural institution in East Berlin. Lacking the 
large immigrant concentrations of Connecticut's urban centers, Berlin 
did not have a permanent Catholic church until 1878, when the first St. 
Paul's church was built in Kensington. Sacred Heart Church was erected 
in 1896. At the time, the population of East Berlin was growing rapidly, 
largely as a result of the expansion of the nearby Berlin Iron Bridge 
Company. 


